Four Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
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SHALL WE FEED EUROPE NOW? 


“If thine enemy hunger, feed him”, so Saint Paul 
‘exhorted the Romans nineteen centuries ago. Yet we, 
citizens of a Christian country, are afraid to feed our 
friends lest perchance the enemy pick up the crumbs. 

How dare we cry out about the bombing of schools 


and hospitals when we are condoning and supporting the - 


slow starvation of helpless children and old people, not 
only in the enemy’s country but among those who have 
been our friends and who have made sacrifices beyond 
profess to be fighting. . 

Picture to yourself your own child or your old 
mother slowly starving before your eyes, while you are 
helplessly standing by. That is what is happening to 
thousands, nay millions, all over Europe. Infants. born 
of underfed mothers who cannot nourish them. Little 
children anemic and exhausted, too weary to play or to 
smile. School boys and girls fainting from hunger in 
the classroom and unable to concentrate on their studies. 
Old -people cold and hungry. Tuberculosis, rickets, 
anemia taking a steady toll, resistance to infection broken 
down. All'the achievements of medical science; built up 
through long years of patient research and or: 
brought to naught. What kind of a new generation 
this produce? and how much influence can we 
to have after the war with peoples whom we did not 
even try to help in their hour of need? 

Clarence Pickett, of the American Friends’ Service 
Committee, has said “We can’t build a brave new world 
on the bones of little children.” Even those who believe 
that we must win the war before we can begin to build 
a peaceful world, must realize that starving peoples will 
not be physically, mentally or spiritually able to tackle 

. the problems that will confront the postwar world. The 
mental. distortion and the bitter resentments bred by 
the hunger blockade of the last war were probably 
largely responsible for the rise of Hitlerism in inamy. 
To quote from a recent pamphlet by James Wood John- 


“The next generation in the occupied countries, with 
whom our own next generation will have to deal, will be 
very different from the peoples we have known. Unques- 
tionably the intellectual level will be lowered. Moral 


gium, Holland, Norway and Poland. They have 
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Just what is the situation today? Plans are being 
made to send food in the wake of the conquering armies, 

to liberated countries; but there is no 
feeding even the children in those still occupied 
the exception of Greece. The argument offered 
sending food to all these starving peoples is 
enemy might benefit by it. Sweden has recently 
sending regular shipments to Greece, and this has 
successfully “done, without benefiting the enemy. 
Swedes and the Swiss are willing to send food 
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that could carry it and that cannot be used for the 


Write to him today, 
helpless people be fed. See the religious leaders in your 
town and lay the matter on their conscience. Bring it 
up in the P.T.A. and the Women’s Club. Ask 


) » 
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not be a veritable inferno of peace, if distorted minds _— 
and they could procure the food in South America. What ‘fi 
is it then, that stands in the way? The British Blockade. ioe 
Surely we, who are sending food to Great Britain, | ae | 
have a right to urge that the blockade be lifted, at least > 3 
to feed the children in. the occupied countries. The ; 
| American people should demand, in no uncertain terms, 
| that this be done. : 
If any man in the world today could influence the z= 
| British Government, that man is President Roosevelt. h 
| 
son: bands and brothers to present it to the Rotary and a 
Kiwanis. Demand that our country no longer be a con- ae 
_ innocents! 
—KATHLEEN W. SAYRE. 


The January National Board Meeting 


In the long shadow cast by the “unconditional 
surrender” phrase at Casablanca, fifty determined peace- 
makers met in Baltimore from January 27th to the 29th. 
They had come from far-away places leaving, in many 
cases, the home fires burning but unattended, and en- 
dured, without mufmufing, the inconveniences of war- 
time travel. They found themselves in a city with no 
hotel rooms, practically no taxis, and plenty of slush. 
They were ‘housed in the homes of maidiess Balti- 
moreans whose generous hospitality made us feel it was 
a pleasure to have us. ‘ : 

The reports Friday evening included Miss Brain- 
erd’s on Inter-America, and, as usual, our hearts swelled 
with pride to know of her far-reaching efforts for under- 
standing between the Americas. Dr. Reddick summar- 
ized the principles underlying post-war planning com- 
mittees and Mrs. Olmsted, the indefatigable, told of 
her campaign against registration of women. After 
some discussion of the worthwhileness of this project, 
we heard Mrs. Bray’s report of the Japanese in the 
evacuation camps. 

‘\ Miss Detzer’s report Saturday morning was of 
special interest because of her recent six week’s trip 
across the continent. The anti-Roosevelt trend was 
strong, she felt, and the anti-British sentiment unfor- 
tuneately, did not discriminate between the Tories and 
the Liberals. Our growing isolationism here did not 


portend well for future international cooperation such as 
_ we are working for. 


The luncheon to Mr, Libby was one of the most 
successful of its kind imaginable. The speeches were 
brief, crisp and scintillating. The picture given of Mr. 
Libby’s twenty years’ work for peace was impressive 
and inspiring. About 140 men and women attended the 
luncheon and a gift of $700 was given Mr. Libby. 

The remainder of the time Saturday, after we re- 
turned to the Friends Meeting House, was given to Mrs. 
Philip Jacob, who reported on the pernicious aspects of 
= Victory Corps,* and to further discussion of the 
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Sunday morning was reserved for the tough prob- 
lems of organization, finance, etc., and what energy we 
had left was devoted to their unraveling. We were 
somewhat enlivened by Mrs. Johnson’s report on Four 


‘Lights, which is becoming an increasingly important 


part of our work but which faces the usual complications 


_of paper shortage, tardy reports from committees, and 


insufficient circulation. 
We turned homewards Sunday noon, knowing the 
WIL was never more alive, never more right, and never 


more in need of wise and devoted workers. 
—JEAN WALSER. 


* A statement on “School, Children and the War”, prepared 
by the New Jersey State Department of Public Instruction, and 
distributed to elementary school teachers of that state has been 
reprinted by the F.O.R., and can be secured from their office, 
2929 Broadway, N. Y., at 2c each or $1.50 per 100 copies. 


* * * 


ESSAY CONTEST: PEACE AIMS OF YOUNG AMERICA 


To encourage the young people of America to think deeply 
and seriously about the kind of world they want after the war, 
the Youth Committee for Democracy, an organization of pro- 
gressive young people with offices at 112 East 19th Street, New 
York City, is offering a prize of $50 for the best essay on the 
subject: “The Peace Aims of Young America”. Any young 
person between the ages of 16 and 25 is eligible to enter, The 
essay should not be longer than 2500 words and all manuscripts 


-must be in the Youth Committee office by April 1, 1943. Judges 


will be announced later. 


Mrs. Boeckel before April 15. 


ANNUAL 


The National Board has voted to hold th 

NEW YORE 

Dates. — Thursday, April 2 
. . Program Chairman, Dr, Elizabeth Nitchie, 2: 
Chairman of Policies Committee, Mrs. Flo 


WIL members and branches are urged to send suggestions 
Nitchie. Branches are also urged ‘to consider and for: 
in the POLICIES. AND: PROGRAM to be adopted at th 


N 


On Reading Latin An 


“Inter-American understanding” is a large sounding phrase 
that is used so often and in such academic relations (like the 
word “democracy”) that it has to be broken down into simple 
terms before it.can make much headway. 


To understand Latin Americans is to know what they are 


thinking and why they are thinking it. As a final triumph it 
means to be able to project your mind into theirs, your emotions 
into theirs, so that you are one with them. 

Of the many definite procedures that make for inter-American 
understanding, perhaps the study of Latin American literature is 
the surest of success, for a people’s literature mirrors their 
minds and hearts. For a general survey of the literature of our 
southern neighbors, read “An Outline History of Spanish Amer- 
ican Literature” by John Englekirk (Crofts 1941), and “Epic of 
Latin American Literature’ by A. Torres-Rioseco; (Oxford 
1942). 

The average Latin American loves poetry, writes it, and 
recites it with fire and tendeffiess, not only when he is a child 
but when he is an adult. The average North American, as a 
little child, loves poetry and evéi speaks ‘poetically, as the little 
boy who said “God must cry in Heaven because I can hear the 
music of His tears when they fall.” But when he approaches 
adulthood he takes an attitude of amusement toward people who 
like poetry. If we would know the Latin American heart, we 
must return to our childhood love, and re-read first our own 
poets, especially Whitman and Poe (because Latin Americans 
love them best), and then those of Spanish America. If your 
Spanish isn’t adequate, read the translations in “Some Spanish 
American Poets” by Alice Stone Blackwell, and “Anthology of 
Contemporary Latin American Poetry” by D. Fitts Don’t read 
them silently, but recite them with all the dramatic ability you 
possess. ~ Just “let yourself go.”. The Latin Americans will love 
you for it. 


The Latin Americans love beauty and idealism and shrink 
from materialism. That difference between them and us is a 
barrier. Read “Ariel” by Jose Enrique Rodo, of Uruguay, to 
appreciate their viewpoint. 

It has been said that the key to the Latin American tempera- 
ment is sentiment. Read “Maria” by Jorge Isaacs, of Colombia, 
one of the most beautiful love stories ever written, and much of 
it true. 

The Argentines are much like ourselves because of the 
pioneer spirit of the “gaucho.” Read “The Gaucho Martin 
Fierro” by Jose Hernandez and “Don Segundo Sombra” by 
Guiraldes. 

Rufino Blanca-Fombona of Venezuela has written strong 
novels of “lucha y ataque.” Read “The Man of Gold.” 

A Mexican classic which has had a sale of 100,000,000 copies 
is “The Itching Parrot,” a story of 19th centufy Mexico, by a 
crusader author. 

A sociological novel is “The Vortex” by Jose Eustacio 
Rivera, Colombian. 
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MEETING 
o hold the Annual Meeting this year in f. 
NW YORK CITY 


April 29 through Sunday, May 2 
jitchie, 2436 St. Paul St., Baltimore, Maryland 
Mrs. Florence Brewer Boeckel, Rockville, Md. 


gestions for speakers, and subjects for the meetings to Dr. 
and formulate suggestions of action and study for inclusion 
ited at the Annual Meeting, sending their recommendations to 


atin American Literature 
je , Mariano Azuela, the great novelist of the Mexican Revolu- 
ie 2 tion has written “The Underdogs.” 

scien A very fine collection of Spanish American prose and poetry 
is “The Literature of Latin America” which may be’ obtained 
from the Pan‘American Union. 

“Fiesta in November” by Angel Flores and Dudley Poore 
is a collection of eighteen short stories from eleven Latin 
American countries, showing national trends. 

The foregoing translations are only an introduction to the 
treasure house of Latin American literature where inspired minds 
and loving hearts lead us through the portals of inter-American 
understanding. 


Reo 


— ELSIE L. PICON. 


Literature Office, Philadelphia.) 
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FOUR LIGHTS WANTS 


FOUR LIGHTS wants from you various items which we 
think you will be glad to supply.. It is your paper, and we should 
like you to share in its preparation. You have noticed that a 
number of our national committee chairmen have used this means 
of telling you of their activities. We believe that there are also 
local groups who are doing important pieces of work which other 
branches might emulate. Let us know if you would like space, 
or send us your manuscript and let us hold it until we find a 
suitable occasion ‘to use it. 

If you don’t have a detailed project you want to report, 
probably you have some news items that would be of- general 
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books pamphlets you think should be recoomended. 
We should also iike to have on hand a collection of cartoons, 
; drawings, and poems for occasional use. If you come across 
: 3 such material which strikes you as especially suitable, will you 
‘ cut it out, labeling the clipping plainly with the NAME of the 
publication in which it appeared and the DATE. Both of the 
fs nf latter are essential, as permission must be obtained to reprint. 
b Do you know illustrators who would be willing to make a line 
f drawing for us once or twice a year? 


é made especially for FOUR LIGHTS by one of our Pennsylvania 
a members, Miss Marion T. Justice. A professional artist, Miss 
— tice has been very generous to us, and we want you all to 
w who she is. Another of our members borrowed the 1941 
it ver; effectively for her personal Christmas 


A Message to Women 


_4The following message, printed in the December, 1942, 
Monthly News Sheet of the British W.LL., was initiated by 
of some continental members now in Britain. It was read at 
the ‘Baltimore mosting “of thé’ U. "8. national beard, creating 
deep impression.) 


THE MESSAGE > 
the ‘Wemen:ob the World: from the Women's: 
International in Great Britain:— 


Women and Mothers all over the world are suffer- 
ing as never before. Bereaved and sorrowing they share 
battlefields, but the erings of the countless victims 
of violence and hatred, of those millions 
freedom or are dying in defence of all their 

Misery and starvation are everywhere, 
still show dauntless courage and faith in 
preserve life, to alleviate swffering and to 
spirit of freedom and a belief in the future, 

sympathy, gratitude and love to all those 
ings are greater than ours, who ha 
ones and all security of life. We 
pain and sorrow, whatever nation or 
belong to, and we look forward aS 
for, a world in which the well-being of each 
shall be the supreme and dominant motive for all the 
actions of States. 

United by our common sorrows, we can take courage — 
and inspiration from the bravery and devotion 
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our strength, courage and reconstructive ability in every 
sphere of life, and hold to our conviction that agg 
of the world can live together in free co-opera 
nouncing dominance and citation. 

We, in er Women’s International League, desire 
could not choose their nation, or race, we. pledge 
ourselves to work as never before to ensure that 
ity will never have to suffer what millions are 


work for a new life for mankind. 

Across land and sea, we send our greetings with this 
message to the women of all countries.” 


AUSTRALIAN LETTER 


261 Gilenlyon Road, 
East Brunswick, N.11 
Victoria, 


3rd December, 1942. 


Your publication “Four Lights” has arrved regularly since 
the first issue. We have read it with much interest in Australia 
and I have been able to use quite a bit in the columns of “Peace- 
maker.” I trust that the acknowledgment which has been made 
has been adequate. 

We like your cartoons, particularly. They are, naturally 
enough, more relevant to the Australian situation than many of 
your articles, because your cartoons are more general in nature. 

The Victorian branch of the W.LL.P.F. is in close touch 
with us and some of the members frequently contribute articles 
to our columns. We look forward to continuing to hear from 
you and having your paper arriving, and wish you good progress 
in the coming year. ; 


FRANK W. COALDRAKE, 
Editor. 
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women. Yet we must not forget that humanity is going _- Be oe 
though believing in ideals of peace, did not do enough oe 
to make them realities. In this dark hour we must show a 
suffering now. We pledge ourselves to use our freedom e 
The Editor, FOUR LIGHTS, :- 
Dear Madame: 
n 
y. 
“4 Speaking that the 
, beautiful Christmas drawings appearing in December, 1942, and an 
104} 2 everal othe nictures h 


~.The,House of Representatives reflects more closely 
the, will of, the people than any other branch of the United 
States: government, This is true because the House is 
elected every two years and therefore it is. imperative 
that Congressmen keep close to their constituents. 
Hence it is significant that five resolutions on some 
phtase:of ‘post-war: planning or reconstruction have been 
introduced already in this:session of the Congress. 
-wPhe fallowing is:a brief analysis of these five bills, 
made by, E. Raymond Wilson. We would urge each of 
our ‘members: to .write to each of these représentatives 
thanking him.or her and expressing willingness to aid in 
getting a-hearing.for these resolutions. 
J. RESOLUTION 28 
°° BY KARL-E: MUNDT OF SOUTH DAKOTA - 
“This -bill provides for a Post-War Planning Commission of 
32-menibers, chosen as follows: 8 by Cordell Hull and 8 by Ex- 
President Herbert’H.-Hoover. Four each of the members chosen 
by* Mr.- Hull ahd Mr. Hoover, respectively, shall be chosen to 
représent agriculture, business, labor and industry; and the other 
four° members chosen by each shail be chosen with due regard to 
geegrapliical- distribution. Eight members shall be chosen from 
thé. Senate, four by the majority leader and four by the minority 
leader,"and the same for the House of Representatives. 
““It-ghall bé the duty of the Commission to examine and 
study proposals and suggestions with respect to the organization 
of the world after the present war, to assemble and digest perti- 
nent, data ‘and to make-recommendations from time to time re- 
latifig ‘to the: post-war position ‘of the U. S. in world affairs, its 
peacé objectives, and its. domestic post-war problems. The 
Corimission:may exercise its powers either within or without the 
U#S. ‘arid’ shall. make a report™to Congress not later than eight 
months’ after.the date of the enactment of this Act, and shall 
make: -subsequent -reports and recommendations whenever it 
seéms; desirable to do so. 
BY JERRY VOORHIS OF CALIFORNIA 
* “This establish a National Commission for Post-War 
Réconstruction, to be composed of ten Congressional members 
and ‘twenty-nine associate members. The Congressional mem- 
bers. shall consist-of five members of the House of Representa- 
tivés to be appointed by the-Speaker of the House and five mem- 
bers of the Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate. 
The aséociate members shall consist of twenty-nine to be ap- 
pointed: by the’President as follows: 3 from the Executive Branch 
of: the government; 3 from organizations of farmers; 3 from 
organizations of labor; 3 from organizations of business and 
industry (at least 6ne of whom shall be from an organization 
of small business); 1 from organizations of -banks and financial 
institutions; 3 from church organizations; 3 from organizations 
of American war veterans (at least one of whom shall be a combat 
veteran of the second world war); 2 from educational associations; 
2 from organizations of consumers; 3 from cooperatives — one 
from consumer. cooperatives, one from producer cooperatives, 
and one from credit unions; 1 from public health and welfare 
associations; 1 outstanding economist; and 1 outstanding indus- 
trial engineer. 


FOUR LIGHTS 
Owned and published by Women’s International League 
Peace and Freedom 
, .... National Literature Department 

-.... 1924 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Enteréd 4s second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at* Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

Published monthly, except August and September 

Subscription price 50c - Single copies Sc : 

National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N.W., Washington, D. C. 


POST WAR PLANNING BILLS 


H. RESOLUTION 42 
BY MISS JESSIE SUMNER OF ILLINOIS 


The text of this resolution follows: “That a committee of 
fifteen members of the House of Representatives be appointed 
by. the Speaker of the House, the purpose of which committee 
shall be to: ; 

1. Investigate and study the cause and prevention of wars 

likely to involve the U. S. 


the committee may deem desirable. 
Formulate, if deemed necessary by the committee, peace offers . 
which if enacted by the Congress, might hasten the successful 
termination of the .wars in which the U. S. is at present 
engaged, and recommend. such terms of .peace settlements 
sufficiently just and beneficial to the people of the U. S. and 
other nations as to encourage enduring peace. ’ 
4. Make frequent reports of the findings of the inquiry to the 
Congress.” 


. 2.° Recommend to the Congress legislative and other remedies 
a 


H, CON. RESOLUTION 2 
BY EVERETT M. DIRKSEN OF ILLINOIS 
This bill would provide a Joint Committee on Planning and . 
Reconstruction to be composed of 11 members of the Senate, to 
be appointed by the President of the Senate; 11 members of. the 
House of Representatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of 
the House. 
A Congressional Planning and Reconstruction Service would 
be created to “more ‘effectively plan and prepare for the problems 
of demobilization, full employment after the termination of the 
present conflict, the reconversion of private industry, the. maxi- 
mum utilization of new industrial and agricultural processes and 
techniques, the cataloging of Federal, State and local relief and 
work-relief projects, the evaluation of the usefulness and pro- 
priety of such projects, and the utilization of our national re- 
sources, and to better survey and supervise the appropriations 
and the expenditures made ‘in pufsuancé of such appropriations 
that are made by the Congress for the above purposes, and to 
more effectively carry out any plan, plans, or programs of post- 
war reconstruction.” 


H. CON. RESOLUTION 3 
BY EVERETT M. DIRKSEN OF ILLINOIS 

This bill would create a Joint Committee on Peace Prepara- 
tion of six members from the Senate and six from the House, 
to study problems involved in the formulation of a treaty of peace 
at the termination of the present war. Not more than three 
members of the Committee from each House shall be members 
of the same political party. 

It shall be the duty of the Committee to study and analyze 
geographic, ethnic, social, economic, political and other factors 
which enter into the formulation of a peace treaty, to assess the 
effects of such factors, and to analyze plans for peace made by 
persons and organizations in the U. S, for this country and other 
nations of the world. The Committee would promote public 
discussion on the problems and serve as an informational and 
fact-finding instrumentality in the field of peace preparation and . 
planning. ; 

—DOROTHY DETZER. 


In connection with Mrs. Sayre’s article on page 1, 
we wish to call your attention to a new booklet, RELIEF 
FOR EUROPE, published by the National Planting 
Association. It is an excellent discussion of the prob- 
lems and prospects in this field; Order from the National 
Literature Office, 25c. 
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